Treasure house of classical music 
A tribute to Pt Yashpaul 
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Pt Yashpaul (L) nurtured three generations 
of music teachers and performers in the region. 
File photo: The Tribune 


The grand old man of Punjab’s classical 
music firmament, Pt Yashpaul passed away, 
incidentally, on the morning of Guru Purnima on 
July 3, a day dedicated to honouring the teacher. 
His entire life was spent acquiring music from 
various gurus and passing it on to his students. He 
set up and headed the Department of Music at 
Panjab University, Chandigarh, and taught at 
MCMDAV College for Women. Three generations of 
music teachers and performers in Punjab have 
been nurtured by him, including Neelam Paul, the 
present HoD at PU. Youngsters groomed in the 
Namdhari tradition of Bhaini Sahib, too, benefitted 
from his guidance when he began teaching them 
on his free weekends. 


Having remained a teacher in the formal 


structure all his life, Prof Yashpaul realised that 
true music training can only be imparted under the 
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direct guru-shishya parampara. Hence, he also 


taught select students in the old tradition. 


Born in Gujranwala (now in Pakistan), Pt 
Yashpaul’s family shifted to Jalandhar after 
Partition. Here, he started his musical journey 
under the tutelage of Pt Kasturilal Jassra of the 
Patiala-Kasur gharana. He began following the 
music of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, doyen of the 
gharana, and interacted with him whenever he got 
a chance to. Pt Ulhas Kashalkar notices the 
influence: “Yashpaulji had an authentic Agra 
gharana ‘taalim’, but | felt he brought in the 
‘khushboo’ of Patiala ‘gayaki’. There was a Punjab 
‘ang, especially in his fast ‘taans’.T 


His extraordinary talent was noticed when 
he performed at the prestigious Harivallabh stage 
at a young age. Kashish Mittal, the current 
torchbearer of his music, recounts how at the 
festival he was captivated by an _ unusual 
composition in Raga Bahar by Pt Mallikarjun 
Mansur of the Jaipur Attrauli gharana. He followed 
the master to the railway station, where Pt 
Mallikarjun was waiting for the train. Without 
hesitation, a young Yashpaul requested him to 
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teach him the ‘antara’ (concluding part) of the 
composition. Pt Mallikarjun asked him to sing the 
‘sthayi’ (opening section) to test him. When he 
found the note to be perfect, Pt Mallikarjun shared 
his shawl with Yashpaul to stave off the bitter 
December cold and taught him the _ full 
composition. 


It was through Harivallabh that he connected 
with his guru, Ustad Vilayat Hussain Khan. Hearing 
his rendition of Kukubh Bilawal, a teenaged 
Yashpaul was so entranced that he went to Delhi 
to learn the ‘bandish’ from the master. The Ustad 
was astounded to hear that he had come all the 
way for just one ‘bandish’. He agreed to accept him 
as his disciple. Thus started Pt Yashpaul’s link with 
the Agra gharana, which continued after the death 
of Ustad Vilayat Hussain Khan. 


He kept in touch with all practitioners of the 
gharana and picked up music from Ustad Sharafat 
Hussain Khan, Ustad Latafat Hussain Khan, Ustad 
Khadim Hussain Khan and others. He became a 
true repository of the rare compositions of the 
gharana. No vocalist, regardless of his gharana, 
went from Chandigarh without interacting with 
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Prof Yashpaul. He knew the hidden history of 
Punjab’s dhrupad tradition and the long forgotten 
ustads. 


He was also a prolific composer. Under the 
pen name of ‘Sagun Piya’, he composed more than 
500 compositions in different languages, including 
Punjabi. 


His integrity as a person was unparalleled; 
he stuck to his principles and was known to be 
blunt in reprimanding wrongdoing, whether on the 
stage or off it. 


Prof Pandita Shanno Khurana, his 
contemporary, recalls their association of over 50 
years. “He sang pure Agra ‘gayaki’. He was a very 
direct, straightforward person.” Pt  Ulhas 
Kashalkar says, “Il admired his music. He used to 
sing unusual ragas too, like Hem Kalyan, Raisa 
Kanhra. Galaa bhaari bhi tha, bhaagta bhi tha (His 
voice was deep yet fluid); this was a rare 
combination. Also, he was always supportive of 
musicians, despite his age and seniority. He 
appreciated musicians from all levels. He was very 
good natured too.” 
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A treasure house of music, Prof Yashpaul’s 
passing away is a huge loss to Indian classical 
music, especially Punjab. 
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Note Worthy: ‘He was guru of Chandigarh and 
trained so many musicians’ 


The recipient of the National Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Award in 2011, Pt Yashpaul had claimed 
his constant effort as a musician and teacher was 
to take classical musical tradition far and wide and 
never let its glory fade away. 

Express News Service 


Pandit Yashpaul, whose pen name was 
Sagun Piya, was the senior most performer of the 
Agra Gharana and founder and former chairperson 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


www.archive.org/details/namdhari 


of the Department of Music, Panjab University, 
Chandigarh. 


Eminent Hindustani vocalist, composer, 
musicologist, and educationist Pandit Yashpaul 
passed away in the early hours on Monday at his 
Sector 37 home in Chandigarh. He was 86. 


Pandit Yashpaul, whose pen name was 
Sagun Piya, was the senior most performer of the 
Agra Gharana and founder and former chairperson 
of the Department of Music, Panjab University, 
Chandigarh, and founder of the music department 
of MCM DAV College of Women. 


The recipient of the National Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Award in 2011, Pt Yashpaul had claimed 
his constant effort as a musician and teacher was 
to take classical musical tradition far and wide and 
never let its glory fade away. That is precisely why, 
till the very end, he was immersed in music and in 
touch with his students and disciples. 


Born in Gujranwala in 1937, his family moved 


to Jalandhar after the Partition, where he began 
his training in music under Pandit Kasturilal, the 
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disciple of Ustad Chhotte Ghulam Alik Khan of 
Lahore. At the age of 11, Pandit Yashpaul performed 
at the prestigious Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan 
and since then began a musical journey that 
resulted in several compositions in Hindi and 
Punjabi, in both standard and rare ragas, magical 
performances on stage and All India Radio, setting 
the music foundation for future generations at PU 
and MCM DAV College and_ unforgettable 
performances spanning over six decades. 


“He was a guru of Chandigarh and trained so 
many musicians. He was aé performer par 
excellence and made great contribution towards 
the conservation of Indian classical vocal tradition. 
His disciples are now serving the cause of Indian 
classical music, and he has performed on so many 
occasions at the Pracheen Kala Kendra. We have 
also honoured him on behalf of the Kendra,” said 
Kathak exponent and guru, Shobha Koser. 


Hindustani classical vocalist Vinita Gupta 
remembers Pt Yashpaul as a scholar of music, 
respected by musicians from across the country. 
“As a music student, one was in awe of him, and 
later, he was an integral part of the sangeet 
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sammelans of the Indian National Theatre. He was 
fortunate to have learned from the maestros of the 
Agra gharana, and has left a rich lineage of his 
students and disciples.” 


Pt Yashpaul described himself as someone 
who was constantly learning the many nuances 
and intricacies of music and gave credit to his 
gurus Pt Kasturi Lal Jasara, Ustad Vilayat Hussain 
Khan, Ustad Yunus Hussain Khan for his training 
and was also influenced and inspired by the gayaki 
of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan and Pt Malikarjun 
Mansoor. 
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FELICITATION OF PT. YASHPAUL BY SANGEET 
NATAK ACADEMI 


Dr. Jagir Singh alongwith his spouse, Mrs. 
Kulwant Kaur, visits the house of Pt. Yashpaul Ji (in 
Sector 37, Chandigarh), who has been nominated 
for being felicitated by Sangeet Natak Academi 
Award, to congratulate him on the great and 
deserving achievement. 


A Slideshow of some pictures taken on the 
occasion by Pt. Yashpaul’s son, Mr. Ajay Yashpaul: 
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Personal Information: He was born in 
Gujranwala in 1937. His parents and ancestors 
were lovers and connoisseurs of Music. having a 
‘musical ambience’ around him. The presence pf 
galaxy of great performers and Ustads not only 
influenced him but also inspired him develop his 
remarkable sense and taste for music. He could 
appreciate the performances, their style and art. 
After the partition his parents migrated to India 
and got settled in Jalandhar, where he was 
initiated into music seriously under the care and 
training of worthy Guru Pt. Kasturilal ji Jassra’, 
who himself was the disciple of Late Ustad Chhotte 
Ghulam Ali Khan Saheb of Lahore. 


TRAINING AND GROOMING: 

He was greatly influenced by the great 
performers and Ustads like Ustad Vilayat Hussain 
Khan Saheb, Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan Saheb, 
Pt. Malikarjan Mansoor Ji. Ultimately he received 
systematic and proper training and grooming from 
the following great gurus and enriched his 
knowledge:- Late Ustad Vilayat Hussain Khan 
Saheb “Pran Piya”. Late Ustad Yunus Hussain Khan 
Saheb “Darpan’. Late Ustad Anwaar Hussain Khan 
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Saheb “~....”". Late Ustad Latafat Hussain Khan 
Saheb “Prem Das”. Late Ustad Sharafat Hussain 
Khan Saheb “Prem Rang’. Late Ustad Azmat 
Hussain Khan Saheb. 


PERFORMING CAREER: 

1948: He made his debut in vocal classical 
music from the stage of “Swami Harballabh 
Sangeet Sammelan” Devi Talab Jalandhar in 1948. 
Since then he continuously performed from this 
stage for about 20 years. During the period of 55 
years he  has_ given numerous public 
performances, radio programmes and participated 
in National Programmes and Radio Sangeet 
Samelans of Akashvani and Doordarshan. His 
performances in India and abroad have been 
widely appreciated. 


AWARDS & HONOR: 

He was awarded “The Top Grade” by the 
directorate general All India Radio Ministry of I&B 
- Govt. of India New Delhi. He is an affectionately 
respected adored senior most, performing artiste 
from this region. He is an artiste of par excellence 
and a restless innovatory genius. 
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He is a dedicated educationist as well. He 
has made a signal contribution to the training of 
young vocalists, many of whom have achieved high 
distinction in this part of the country. He has 
innovated special features of his system of training 
to benefit the learners. He established his 
reputation as a popular performing artiste, 
composer and teacher. One of his students was 
awarded the prestigious Sangeet Natak Akadmi 
award by the President of India of July 6, 2003 at 
Bombay (Mumbai). 


AWARD OF HONOUR AND HONORIFIC TITLE 

"A DEDICATED EDUCATIONIST" by Shaheed 
Memorial Service Society (REGD.) Ludhiana. 

"SANGEET SUMERU" by Pracheen Kala 
Kendra Chandigarh. 

"STATE AWARD 2003" by the CM Punjab of 15 
August, 2003 at Kapurthala. 

"SANGEET SHIROMANI" award by Pracheen 
Kala Kendra. Chandigarh. on 13th August. 2004. By 
Dr. AR Kidwai, Governor of Haryana. (India) 


PERFORMING CAREER:1948: 


He made his debut in vocal classical music 
from the stage of “Swami Harballabh Sangeet 
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Sammelan” Devi Talab Jalanchar in 1948. Since 
then he continuously performed from this stage 
for about 20 years. During the period of 55 years 
he has given numerous public performances, radio 
programmes and_ participated in National 
Programmes and Radio Sangeet Sammelans of 
Akashvani and Doordarshan. His performances in 
India and abroad have been widely appreciated. 


1952: ASSOCIATION WITH ALL INDIA RADIO 
(AKASHVANI): 

He has been associated with All India Radio 
Jalandhar since 1952 when he was selected as a 
visiting artiste to broadcast his programmes from 
the station. Presently he is a Top Grade artiste of 
Akashvani and Doordarshan Jalandhar. 
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Pandit Yashpaul 


Born in 1937 at Gujranwala, Pandit Yashpaul 
is the senior most performing artist of the Agra 
Gharana. For more than six decades, he has been 
a luminary of Classical Vocal Music, and through 
his guidance, training, performances, and 
discourses, he has cultivated students as per the 
hereditary tradition of Guru-Shishya Parampara in 
the north western region of India. 


Keeping in view his contributions and efforts 
in the field of Classical Vocal Music, he has been 
an invaluable asset of this region and of the nation. 
His career has been a history of striving for 
perfection and excellence. He received his music 
training under gurus Pt. Kasturi Lal Ji Jassara 
from Qasoor Gharana, Pt. Harish Chandra Ji Bali, 
Ustad Vilayat Husain Khan Saheb and Ustad Yunus 
Husain Khan Saheb, the legendary doyens of the 
Agra Gharana of the NoharBani 
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